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In the "Life, Journals, and Correspondence of S. Pepys" (1841) there are some letters to Mrs. Skynner, the earliest of which is dated October 24th, 1679, and commences, "Madam, The principal erraunt of this, is to inquire after your health, with Sir Francis Butler's, and my Lady's, to whom pray tender my most faithful and humble services." The letter is subscribed, " I am, madam, your most humble servant, S. Pepys."
On the cessation of the persecution Pepys underwent in connection with his imprisonment in the Tower, he wrote to Mrs. Skynner (July ist, 1680) to tell her the news (see vol. i., p. xxxix). At a later date she seems to have been living at Chatham, in Hewer's and Pepys's house. The latter, writing to John Evelyn, August 7th, 1700, says: "I cannot give myself the scope I otherwise should in talking now to you at this distance, on account of the care extraordinary I am now under from Mrs. Skinner's being suddenly fallen very ill."
The last item in the will to be referred to is the bequest to Hewer of the testator's models of ships: "I give and bequeath to my executor, William Hewer, Esquire, my whole collection of Moddels of Ships and other vessels standing in his house at Clapham where I now reside, recommending it to him to consider how these also together with his own may be preserved for publick benefit."
HODGKIN MSS.
One of the appendixes to the fifteenth Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission, published in 1897, contains a calendar of the valuable collection of manuscripts belonging to my friend, Mr. J. Eliot Hodgkin, F.S.A., of Richmond, Surrey, a most enthusiastic Pepysian. Not the least important portion of these manuscripts is the collection of Pepys Papers, consisting of fifty-eight papers, letters to and from Samuel Pepys. These are letters from Charles II., James II., the Earl of Sandwich, Edward Shepley, John Creed, the Duke of Albemarle, John Lord Belasyse, John Colville, Sir John Frederick, Francis Hosier, Sir William Coventry, Sir Richard Browne, Sir Joseph